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Who and What is GCUMM 
 

The GCUMM (GCUMM) was created at the 1996 General Conference in response to the need to develop, coordinate, 
resource and emphasize effective ministries to men in the United Methodist Church. In addition, the office of Scouting 
Ministries was placed with the GCUMM to coordinate, resource and emphasize ministries to youth through Scouts and 
other youth-serving agencies. 

 
The mission of the GCUMM is to assist men to know Jesus Christ, to serve Him, to grow spiritually and seek daily to do 
His will. GCUMM consists of 25 voting members. United Methodist Men exist to declare the centrality of Christ in every 
man’s life. 

 
The Current Focus: building leaders who minister to & through men 

 
Included in this booklet are materials that will give you a taste of some of the exciting opportunities locally, nationally and 
internationally in ministry to, through and for men in the United Methodist Church.   

Over the last few years we have made a conscious shift of focus. Many congregations have a UMM unit that has a monthly 
meeting with an inspirational speaker and local projects to express their ministry.  These groups meet a specific need, and 
have been an essential component of UMM.  We continue to resource those groups and encourage them to continue.   

We also realize that those monthly groups only reach a portion of the men in a local congregation and community.  And so 
our focus is to “grow by addition.”  Continue those traditional groups, but begin to offer new opportunities to reach all the 
men.  In many places these new groups have some traditional roots, but for many, they are out of the box.  Most meet 
weekly. Some, but not all, meet at the church.  Other locations are a coffee shop, a place of business, a restaurant, or a 
home.  For many, the easiest way for these men to meet in on Skype or Google+ or another site that provides audio and 
video links to each participant.  Some of these meetings have food, but many do not (we know that does not sound 
Methodist).   

Many of these groups engage in a variety of Bible studies from books, videos, online sources, or other devotional material.  
Some deal with subjects that deal with Christian Leadership or a wide variety of men’s issues. Others deal with recovery, 
and some with a Christian approach to finance.  

There are other formats of small groups.  Some have at their core a hobby or sport or a special interest.  These are not 
secular groups, but a secular interest may bring them together.  It may be fly fishing, or restored cars or any number of 
topics.  But as they share their common interest, they intentionally share their walk with Christ.  These are often 
intergenerational.  Many communities have church-league softball or other sport.  Again the reason they gather is play and 
practice, but as they do that, there is time set aside for a devotional and prayer.  

Many of these new groups welcome men from the community who may have no relationship with Jesus Christ.  Once they 
feel comfortable in the group they often feel comfortable coming to a worship service or other activity at the church.  We 
believe that many men come into a relationship with Christ and with a church through these “back door” ministries.  

Partnerships 

The GCUMM, at the time of this publication, has seven staff in our Nashville office and four Deployed staff who are on 
parttime contracts.  We have many partnership arrangements with entities inside and outside the UMC.  Some provide 
devotional materials, some help with our mission work, some are training partners, and some are youth-serving agencies 
that are part of our scouting ministry.  In each case, GCUMM evaluates the products and services we use to make sure 
they are the best available and match our Wesleyan traditions.  We also cooperate and share ministries with other 
denominations.    
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Our general secretary/CEO meets regularly with the leadership of all the other General Agencies of the UMC and he and 
the President of our Board serve on the Connectional Table of the UMC. 

GCUMM 

We are a unique organization in many ways.  Within the UMC structure, we are the only general agency of the church that 
raises 75-80% of our budget.  Only 20-25% comes from your apportionment gifts.  Although we are one of the smallest 
agencies, we reach deep into the connection.  We are governed by a board, who look like the UMC; lay and clergy, male 
and female, from the five US Jurisdictions and from the three Central Conferences in Europe, Africa and Asia; a diverse 
group centered in Christ. 

We humbling point out that we are not reaching as many men in as many churches as we would like.  Each year, in the 
midst of many areas of decline, we are able to identify areas of growth in men’s ministry.  United Methodist Men is the 
largest, most organized men’s ministry of any denomination in the US.  We are constantly striving to serve God by serving 
the men of your local congregation.        

 
UM Men Support UMC Leaders 

UM bishops and leaders of general boards and agencies invite United Methodists worldwide to join in four spiritual 
areas of focus that help the UMC achieve our mission to: 

 
Make disciples of Jesus Christ, to transform the world. 

 
 

Charter 
 
The annual Charter creates an ongoing relationship between the GCUMM and your local congregation.  In our consumer 
society we often are asked, “What do we as a local church get for that Charter fee?”  The better question is, “What 
ministries does the Charter fee enable and create?” As was stated earlier, we raise the largest portion of budget compared 
to any general agency in the UMC.  Charter fees are the backbone of those funds and those funds to create fruit. 

• We are the second largest sponsoring agency of Boy Scouts of America; because we have an Office of Scouting 
Ministries within the Commission. 

• We have an outstanding magazine that provides timely articles of best practices specific to scouting and men’s 
ministry through the UMC.  

• We train and certify men’s ministry specialists, scouting ministry specialists, and provide ongoing training to local, 
district and conference leadership. 

• We have an active, current and professionally managed website loaded with materials and resources most of 
which are available at no cost to you. 

• At every level of the church we provide examples of how to reach men and youth for Christ.  Men active in church 
is a sign of vitality and we assist the local church to access the tools they need to bring men to Christ.  

• We stay connected with our local men in local churches with an e-newsletter. 
• We provide the men of your church an opportunity to be part of something much larger than ministries and 

mission within their local church.  
• We provide small-group resources that are consistent with our Wesleyan Theology.      


	WHY HAITI
	and how did this get started?



